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I.—Forr1en Pourrics. 


Tus Sahachar, of the 24th September, refers to the recent riots in Goa, 
and says that, as people living within the 
Portuguese territories in India are frequently 
oppressed, Lord Salisbury should annex those territories to the British 
Empire and give Portugal some places in Africa in exchange. 


Portuguese India. 


II.—Home ApMINISTRATION, 
(a)— Police. 


SaHACHAR, 
Sept. 24th, 1899. 


9. The Pengal Exchange Gazette, of the 25th September, says that pencat excnance 


from the way the English rulers have begun to 
govern the country it is clear that the people 
can hope for nothing good from the Government. The rulers are opposed 
to the interests of the people and have placed the latter in great difficulty and 
danger by taking up towards them the position not of an open but of a secret 
enemy. Had they shown their enmity to the people openly, the latter might 
be on their guard ; but as they do not do so, the treacherous conduct of the 
Government is leading the people of India to sure ruin. The indigo affair 
in Jessore isan illustration of this. It is said that the Government is 
following the same policy in regard to the Zrzbune case. The Government’s 
attitude in regard to this case is indeed very ominous. 

According to Anglo-Indian papers like the Englishman, the police are 
the real rulers of the country. That must be a terrible thing, if true. And 
the Government itself seems to think of the police as the Anglo-Indian 
editors would think of them, or it would not support the actions of the police 
by all means, direct or indirect. No wonder, then, that the Indian police is 
looked upon with terror all over the world. 

8. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 26th September, says that, in view 
of large numbers of purchasers coming from all 
parts of Bengal to Barra Bazar, China Bazar, 
Radha Bazar, and Chandney in Calcutta, the 
Police authorities would do well to place some European constables and more 
native constables than usual and some mounted police too in those places of 
business in this season. Considering the narrowness of the streets in Barra 
Bazar and the multitudes that daily go there for the transaction of business, 
it seems strange that the Police authorities do not consider it necessary to 
place some European constables there at all seasons of the year. 

4, A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 29th September, 
says that theft has of late become very rife 
at Kumira within the jurisdiction of the Tala 
outpost in the district of Khulna, and that the local police is unable to trace 
the thieves or to check their depredations. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


0. A correspondent of the Chdruvaria, of the 22nd September, 
writes as follows :— 

The people living within the jurisdiction 
ee of the Badla thana in the Mymensingh 
district have long been praying for the transfer of that thana from the 
Netrakona to the Kisoregunge sub-division, but without effect. The Netra- 

ona sub-division stands next only to the Sudder sub-division in point of 
area in the Mymensingh district, and there is only one munsifi at the head- 
quarters of the sub-division. If the authorities, therefore, do not approve of 
the proposed scheme of transfer, they should create a new munsifi within the 
Jurisdiction of the. Netrakona sub-division, say at Kendua. 


Government and the police. 


Police arrangements in certain places 
of business in Calcutta. 


Thefts in the Khulna district. 


The Munsifi in the Netrakona sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district. 


GAZETTE, 
Sept. 25th, 1890. 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 


Sept. 26th, 1890, 


Som PRAKASH, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


CHARUVARTA, 


Sept. 22nd, 1890. 
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SABACHAR, 


Sept. 24th, 1890. 


BaNGABASI, 


Sept. 27th, 1890 


Som PRAKASH, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


SaMAYA, 


Sept. 26th, 1890. 


SAMAYA. 


( 938 ) 


6. The Sahachar, of the 24th September, expresses itself dissatisfied 
with the decision of the High Court in the 
Chartered Bank case, and says that Syama 
Charan Sen’s acquittal is as bad as was O’Hara’s discharge. The case was 
very carelessly managed on the side of the prosecution. An important 
witness like Mr. Farr was not produced, and no attempt was made to verify 
the statement made by Syama Charan that he had purchased opiuin worth 
three lakhs with the Bank’s money. ‘The fact elicited in the course of the 
trial that the officers of the Bank used to take the Bank’s money for their 
own private purposes is also calculated to cause alarm in the public mind. 
Surely this state of things should be rectified by the Legislature. The law 
under which murderers like O’Hara and offenders like Syama Charan escape 
unpunished is certainly bad law and requires to be amended. 


ee os ‘ 7. The Bangabast, of the 27th Sep- 
ih tivo uke CRetmaDer, has the following :— 
iste Some of the Anglo-Indian papers are 
saying that the High Court will lose its good name if offenders are allowed 
to escape justice an technical grounds of law, or on account of skilful 
advocacy, as has been the case in the Chartered Bank case. But the fact is 
that the High Court has already lost its good name, not through any fault of 
its own, but through the fault of the English law. It is the shuffling 
character of that law that has enabled the English people to rule India and 
to carry on their trade in this country. And it is the same subtle and 
shuffling character of the English law that furnishes English merchants here 
with opportunities of cheating their creditors by getting themselves adjudi- 
cated insolvents, and enables English Courts to let off Europeans guilty of 
murdering natives on the plea of ruptured spleens, It is a matter of 
congratulation that Syama Charan Sen has been acquitted. 


8. The Som Prakash, of the 29th September, says that the decision 
in the Chartered Bank case has given rise to 
the impression that the English law is very 
faulty. Itis preposterous, for instance, that a man should not be convicted 
of embezzlement simply because the taking of a particular sum on a parti- 
cular date cannot be proved against him. ‘The insolvency law reveals anotier 
fault of this nature. Under the Insolvency Act a man can, after having 
made his property benamz, defraud his creditors simply by making a declara- 
tion in Court that he has no money with which to pay his creditors and can 
then begin business under a different name. 


The Chartered Bank case. 


The Chartered Bank case. 


(d)— Education. 


9. The Samaya, of the 26th September, expresses itself satisfied with 
the final decision on the Ripon College dis- 
The Ripon College case in the 


ate ta affiliation question arrived at at the last 
meeting of the Senate. 


10. The same paper says that the new rule of the Syndicate under 
which information regarding marks received by 
examinees will be supplied on the payment 
of a fee of Rs. 2 will be felt as a great hardship by those examinees who 
will fail as well as by those whose means will not enable them to make 
any payment. And, then, what has the Syndicate done to prevent the 
University clerks from supplying such information to their own friends aod 
relations ? According to Reis and Rayyet the Syndicate has no power under 
the law to levy the proposed fee. It seems that the University authorities 
do not care much for the law and do anything they like. 


The information fee. 


( 939 ) 


11. The Surabhi-o-Paidkd, of the 26th September, thinks that the Svrasno-Pataxa. 


fee which the Syndicate contemplates charg- 
ing for giving information regarding marks 
obtained by examinees should have been fixed at one rupee. 

12. ‘The Bangabast, of the 27th September, says that the fee for 
which the University authorities propose to give 
the candidates extracts from the University 
roll-book appears to be rather high. 

13. The Som Prakash, of the 29th September, is extremely sorry to say 
that Mr. Justice Gurudas Banerji, quiet and 
sensible man that he is, could not exnibit his 
customary self-control at the last Senate meeting. Whilst the speakers 
on the side of the Syndicate received no interruptions from the 
Vice-Chancellor, those speaking against the Syndicate were frequently inter- 
rupted by him. Did the Vice-Chancellor think that every one of these latter 
talked injudiciously and incoherently? The Vice-Chancellor said that much 
canvassing was done on behalf of Surendra Babu. But was not the same thing 
done on behalf of the Syndicate too P The Vice-Chancellor might not know 
it, but it is a fact that some of the members of the Syndicate applied themselves 
heart and soul to getting supporters on their side and even visited fellows in 
their houses. When the question of disaffiliating the Ripon College was 
first discussed in the Syndicate, some of its members had a desire to speak 
on behalf of that College, but were prevented from doing so in consideration 
of the strength of the opposition. The fact that even fellows living in the 
mofussil were asked to attend the meeting on behalf of the Syndicate shows 
that some of its members had a grudge against the Ripon College. The 
Senate, however, deserves to be thanked for having taught the Syndicate a 
lesson for its unruly conduct. 

14. The Dacca Gazette, of the 29:h September, says that it has heard 

various complaints made against the Deputy 

count Deputy Inspector of Schools, Tnspector of Schools, Comillah. It is said that 

he examines the teachers of schools in the 

same way as if they were so many schoolboys, and often rebukes them for 
their faults. 


The information fee. 


The information fee, 


The last meeting of the Senate. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


15. The Grdmvdsi, of the 29th September, says that the establishment of 
a station at Chinsurah on the Hooghly-Naihati 
line will greatly benefit the Chinsurab people. 
The Railway authorites are asked to consider the matter. 

16. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 29th September, says 
that the kutcha road from the 24-Pergunnahs 
to Berhampore wv7é@ Nuddea district known 
as the Berhampore Trunk Road has not been repaired since it came into the 
hands of the District Board. 


A railway station at Chinsurah. 


_ The Berhampore Trunk Road, 


(h)—General. 


17. The Behar Bandhu, of the 23rd September, says that India has 
to bear the expense of any expedition that 
the Indian Government undertakes, although 
such expedition be necessary simply for upholding the prestige of England 
and her people. Besides such occasional expenditure, the regular military 
txpenditure of India is extremely high for the following reasons :— 


(1) The short service system. 7 
(2) Payment of the superior officers in English money. 
(3) Indenting for military stores from England. 


The military expenditure of India. 


Sept. 26th, 1890. 


BANGABASI, 
Sept. 27th, 1890 


Som PRAKASH, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


Dacca GaZBTTE, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


GRAMVASI, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


SOM PRAKASH, 
Sept. 29th, 1890. 


BEHAR BANDHU, 
Sept. 23rd, 1890. 
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The short service system is maintained in India on the alleged groung 
that long stay in the Indian climate makes English soldiers unfit fo, 
work. But will the authorities please say why English soldiers in Ching 
and other Asiatic countries are not sent away after short service on the 
same ground? Pecuniarily considered the short service system causes 9 
sheer waste of India’s money. 

18. The Bangabdsi, of the 27th September, says that in giving the 

Appeals by clerks to the Revenue Clerks punished by the District authorities the 
Board. privilege of arguing in person in particular 
cases at the time of the bearing of their appeals by the Revenue Board, 
the Board has done wrong to impose the condition that the questions, &¢.. 
which an appellant wishes to put should be put by him personally, and not 
through a lawyer. It has not been wise of the Board to refuse such 
appellant the help of a lawyer, seeing that a common clerk will hardly be 
able to muster courage to ask questions or make answers personally before 
the Board official. What makes the Board so afraid of the lawyers 
when its object is to do justice? The condition refusing lawyers should 
be withdrawn. 

19. The Grdémrdsi, of the 29th September, thinks that registration 
frauds as well as bribery in the registry offices 
can be put down by appointing men of educa- 
tion and local experience as sub-registrars, by not transferring sub-registrars 
frequently from one place to another for trifling offences, and by paying 
them and their clerks by salary and not by commission. The salaries of the 
sub-registrars should range between Rs. 50 and Rs. 150, and their clerks 
should be better paid than they are now. By way of increasing their sense 
of responsibility, these latter should not be transferred whenever the sub- 
registrars are transferred, and their service should be considered Govern- 
ment service, though not pensionable. Increased salaries given to the 
registration clerks will reduce bribery among them, while the appointment of 
men of education and local knowledge as_ sub-registrars will check 
registration frauds by increasing the chances of detection. The selection of 
sub-registrars should be left in the hands of the principal inhabitants of a 
thana, of the members of the Boards and of the officers of Government. 


Reform of the Registry Offices. 


II I.—LraisLatIive. 


90. The Sahachar, of the 24th September, says that there ought to be 
A law for the protection of binds 8 J8W prohibiting the destruction of birds, 
and fish. fish, and wild animals during their breeding 
season. Formerly, deer were very plentiful in the Sunderbuns, but with 
the extension of cultivation there, the race is fast disappearing. Deer flesh 
cannot now consequently be had in the Calcutta bazars in anything like 
its former quantity. The supply of hilsa fish in Calcutta is also falling short 
every year. The necessity of legislation is therefore apparent. 


V.—PROSsPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 
21. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 27th September, has the 


following :— 

The only help that the District authorities are rendering tothe flood- 
stricken people is the distribution among them 
of very small sums of money raised locally. 
The doors of the public treasury yet remain unopened. Government would 
not be slow to spend several lakhs of rupees upona Thibet expedition if 
a Thibet expedition could secure to British merchants entrance into that 
country for trading purposes ; but death and distress among its subjects fail 
to draw out from it anything besides reports, resolutions and telegrams. 


Government and the distress. 
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The few thousand rupees that have been granted by the Government will be 
nothing considering the magnitude of the distress. It is urged on the part 
of Government that further help is impossible unless the waters have com- 
letely subsided. ‘The distressed must therefore starve to death before 
Government can render them any help. 

It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor has unexpectedly come down to 
Calcutta for the purpose of consulting with the officials as to the best means 
of relieving distress. Good news, indeed! But it is best to strike the iron 
while it is bot. Andif the authorities find it beyond their power to 
render any timely help, they should call upon the rich men of the country 
to come forward with subscriptions. 

99. A correspondent writing tothe Bangzbasi, of the 27th September, 
from Suntia, within the jurisdiction of the 
Chupra thana in the Nuddea district, says that 
the only relief which reached the people of that place who are suffering 
from the effects of the flood was Rs. 3-4 in cash and a ¢uccavi form left 
there by a gentleman on the 8rd September last. Who or what that 
sentleman was is not known. This relief left by him is as a drop of rain- 
water in the midst of a desert. 

93. The same paper has learnt that there has been no rain in Bishun- 

Prospects of the crops at Bishunpore pore in the Bankura district for the whole of 
in the Bankura district. the last month and a half. The avs crop has 
in consequence completely withered up, and the prospects of the amun crop 
too are not favourable. The crops will yet be saved if there is rain within 
a short time, of which, however, there is no indication. 

24. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 29th September, says 
that signs of scarcity are visible at Narayan- 
sion of the Nuddea district. pore in the Ranaghat sub-division of the 
Nuddea district. Good rice cannot be had at all, and even aus cannot be 
had in sufficient quantity in all the hats. The shopkeepers and sellers of 
goods here use deficient weights and measures, but the local police takes no 
notice of the matter. 

25. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 1st October, is exceedingly 
sorry that even Sir Steuart Bayley, the present 
liberal ruler of Bengal, is gradually imitating 
the ways of Sir Rivers Thompson. His Honour sees the misery caused by 


The relief ‘given toa village in the 
Nuddea district. 


Scarcity in the Ranaghat sub-divi- 


Government and the floods. 


the floods to a large number of starving and. houseless people of Bengal, and 


yet does not care to take any remedial measures. As Government takes 
extra taxes with the express object of protecting the embankments at Lalita- 
kuri and other places, it is responsible for the loss which has been caused by 
their destruction through its negligence in protecting them. 


V 1.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


26. The Sakti, of the 23rd September, says that the public bodies 
who as representatives of the people will 
shortly be electing delegates to the next 
meeting of the Congress are now urging the Government in the name of 
the people to change the marriage institutions of the country. But why do 
these bodies, if they really possess such power over the people as they allege, 
ask the assistance of the Legislature in introducing social reforms ? 

27. The Sahachar, of the 24th September, says that all Bengal is sorry 
to hear of the approaching retirement of Sir 
Steuart Bayley. Among those who have 
been named in connecticn with the Lieutenant-Governorship is Mr. 
Mackenzie. But Mr. Mackenzie bas repeatedly attacked the Congress 
movement, and is an enemy of the educated classes. He is not, therefore, 


Social reform. 


“ir Steuart Bayley’s successor. 
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likely to succeed in the government of a province where the educated Classes 

possess great influence. And as all civilians are more or less native-haters 

the question arises, has not the time come for appointing an Koglish statesman 
instead of a civilian to rule the most important province of British India ? 

28. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 26th September, says that 

the great majority of the Hindu community 

are opposed to any reform of their marriage 

customs, and it is only an infinitesimal section of that community who are 

agitating for such reform. Under these circumstances, Government yill 

not be justified in raising the age of consent at the instance of a few un- 

Hindu gentlemen and a lot of inexperienced youths. Aoy attempt of 

Government in this direction will make it unpopular. | 

29. The Samaya, of the 26th September, says that, in the course 

: | of his speech at Durbhunga, the Lieutenant- 

A paecataaaa Durs Governor expressed the hope that the leaders 

of both the Hindu and Mahomedan commp- 

nities would in future try to make the public understand that it is the 

desire of the authorities to see them live in peace and amity. These were 


The age of consent. 


certainly good and reasonable words. But His Honour would not have 


uttered them if he had known how the divisional authorities and other 
officials of Government try to promote ill-feeling between Hindus and 
Mahomedans. : 

30. The same paper refers to the aproaching retirement of Sir Steuart 
Bayley, and says that though some of the acts 
of His Honour, such as passing the new 
Calcutta Municipal Act, giving promotion to Mr. Beames, &c., did not meet 
with public approval, still it must be said that his liberality, impartiality and 
love of justice made him popular both with the natives and the Huropeans. 

iil ie $1. The following is from an article in 
neutrality and yon between the Sudhdkar, of the 26th September aan 
map reeeadiecnrcamass The English did not snatch the Indian 
Empire from the Mussalmans. The loss of Mahomedan ascendency in India 
was inevitable, and the Mussalmans themselves hailed the English as their best 
friends. And the policy of religious neutrality adopted by the English is a 
proof that the Mahomedans were happy in their choice of their future masters. 
But the writer cannot help saying a word or two against the policy of neu- 
trality as followed by the English Government at the present time. It is 
good that the English Government has adopted this policy. But Govern- 
ment is going a little too far in maintaining an attitude of indifference 
when the Hindus are taking advantage of its policy of religious neutrality 
to commit the most horrible oppressions on the Mussalmans. It is as 
much the duty of the Sovereign to protect his subjects from oppression as it 
is to punish his unruly subjects with a view to making them desist from 
committing oppression. The Mussalmans are every day receiving oppressive 
and insulting treatment at the hands of the Hindus. Government knows 
this. That the oppression is growing severer every day Government also 
knows. Government also sees that the Mahomedans look up to it piteously. 
And yet it is silent and indifferent. There is great oppression throughout 
the country, and Government has never once turned its eyes towards it. 

Sacrificing and slaughtering cows is a religious and social rite among 
the Mahomedans; and Government knows that the Hindus are oppressing 
the Mahomedans in a variety of ways for sacrificing and slaughtering cows. 
For performing this his religious and social ceremony, the Mahomedan 
is being insulted, beaten, brought to his zemindar’s cutcherry at the point 
of the javelin, is being wounded and killed. But Government still pays 
no heed to the matter. Why, would it be transgressing its rigorous policy of 
neutrality if it interfered when things had come to such a pass? If such be 


Sir Steuart Bayley. 
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the Government's opinion, it should state it clearly to the Mahomedans, so 
that they may cease to hope for redress from the Government. And the 
authorities will then see that the Mahomedans have put down these oppres- 
iuns between one sunrise and the next sunset. The Hindus who now come 
forward in large numbers with their clubs to oppose the Mahomedans in 
sacrificing and killing cows on their own land will not then dare to come 
forth even from their Zenana though Mussulmans should enter their very 
temples and slaughter cows there. The writer, therefore, cannot but attri- 
bute these oppressions to the indifference of the authorities in putting them 
down. Government must have seen from the recent occurrence in Raj- 
shahye that the Mahomedans have had their patience exhausted, and that 
the elements of another Titu Mir insurrection are fast gathering, and that 
any day a band of Ghazis (men fighting for religion) may spring into exis- 
tence. It is to be regretted that the Government is taking no pains, while 
it is yet time, to ascertain whetner the Mahomedans or the Hindus are to 
blame for the mischief that is being done. Hindu zemindars have Maho- 
medan ryots, and Mahomedan zemindars have Hindu ryots. If the Hindu 
zemindars take exception to the sacrifice and killing of cows by their Maho- 
medan ryots, the Mahomedan zemindars may say with equal reason that the 
worship of idols and the sacrifice of animals by their Hindu ryotsis a grave 
sin according to the Koran. ‘The Mahomedan zemindar, however, has suffi- 
cient liberality of mind to bear with the worship of Kali and the sacrifice of 
goats by his Hindu ryots, but the Hindu zemindar has not shown equal 
liberality towards his Mahomedan ryots in one instance out of a thousand. 
The Mahomedans do not want to interfere with the religious performances 
of others; and they are being oppressed under the English rule for the per- 
formance of their own religious and social rites. The Government’s policy 
of neutrality will not surely suffer by its casting a look of pity upon a most 
cruelly oppressed community. 

82. The same paper says that of the two principal sources of the 
material prosperity of a country, art and com- 
merce, India enjoys the benefit of neither. 
No one needs to be told to what miserable condition Indian arts have been 
reduced. As for Indian commerce, it is entirely in the hands of foreigners, 
and its benefits are, therefore, enjoyed wholly by foreign merchants and 
manufacturers. Lastly, the agriculture of the country too is mostly in the 
hands of foreigners; for all lucrative agricultural business, such as the culti- 
vation of coffee, tea and indigo, has been monopolised by them. So the 
material outlook is very gloomy for India, and the people of the country, if 
they are wise, should not allow themselves to be deceived by mere show and 
appearance. ; 

33. The same paper approves of the advice given by the Lieutenant- 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s Dur- Governor in his Durbhunga speech on the 
bhunga speech, subject of the quarrels between Hindus and 
Mussulmans, and says that His Honour took the Hindus to task in that speech. 

34. The Surabhi-o- Patakd, of the 26th September, says that, accord- 

_Estinotion of martial spirit under ing to the Péoncer newspaper, the Madrassis 
an have deteriorated so much in- physique that 
they ought no longer to be enlisted in the army. But why single out the 
Madrassis as a deteriorated people? English rule will, in the course of time, 
gradually make Madrassis of even the Sikhs, Gurkhas aod Rajputs. 

30. The Urdu Guide Darussaltanat, of the 26th September, says that 
the practice of phookah among the milkmen 
and that of flaying goats alive among the 
butchers of Calcutta are rather on the increase. Men eaught in these 


Practices should receive exemplary punishments if the cruelties are to be put 
OWn, | , 


India’s economic condition. 


Phookah and flaying goats alive. 
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36. The same paper is sincerely sorry to learn that the beneficent rule 
of Sir Steuart Bayley is to be cut short in 
December next. His rule was beneficial t, 
all classes of his subjects, and particularly to the Mahomedans. May His 
Honoor prosper in any situation in which he may be employed. 

37. The same paper says that though the income-tax was at the time 
of its imposition said to be imposed only for a 
short period, it now appears that it is to be a 
permanent burden on the country. The chief object with which this tax 
was imposed was to prevent famine, but Government has never been seen to 
take any steps to prevent famine. Famine will not, in fact, be prevented 
until the export trade of India is brought within proper limits. Tne income- 
tax as now levied does no good to the people who receive nothing in return for 
it in the way they receive in return for the municipal rates, the road cess, &, 

38. The following is the purport of an article headed “ A Hindu 
Congress,” appearing in the Saraswat Patra, 
of the 27th September :— 

The Mahomedan rulersof India waged open war against the Hindu 
religion; but there was no Hindu Congress or Association during the 
Mahomedan period for the protection of the Hindu religion. The English 
rulers of India follow a policy of strict religious neutrality towards all their 
subjects, and the Hindu religion has now no enemies to fear. And yeta 
Congress for the protection of Hinduism has become a necessity under the 
English rule. In former times the Hindu religion had a firm footing in 
the hearts of the Hindus, but its footing in the Hindu heart is now weakened, 
for religion is no longer a matter of faith with the Hindu. A Hindu 
nowadays will not scruple to barter his religion for a poor clerkship on 
Rs. 20 a month. And Hinduism is now in greater danger than it was in at 
any former time, because anti-Hindu ideas do not now try to force then- 
selves upon the minds of the Hindus as in the days of Mussulman rule, but 
seek entrance into their hearts in the seductive garb of friends. And 
whereas all enemies of Hinduism, in former times, were outside the pale of 
Hindu society, there are among its enemies at the present time misguided 
Hindus themselves who are working the ruin of their own society and 
religion. Hence the necessity of a Hindu Congress under the English 
révime for the protection of Hinduism. 

The avowed aim of the National Congress is to ventilate only the 
political grievances of the country. It has on its own admission nothing 
whatever to do with matters social or religious. And yet the leaders of the 
movement, andsome of those public bodies which send delegates to the 
National Congress, are openly mixing themselves up in social questions, and 
urging on the Government the necessity of reforming the marriage laws 
of the Indian people. It is true the English Government has never 
interfered in the religion of its subjects; but who can say that the constant 
dinning into its ears of the alleged social grievances of the people by their 
so-called representatives may hot mislead it into supposing that the grievances 
complained of are real and ought to be removed by legislation? And if 
Government is misled into legislating accordingly, its legislation will have 
accomplished what ages of open persecution failed to effect. The glory of 
Hinduism and of Hindu society itself will disappear from the face of the 
earth. Ifthe Hindu, therefore, wants to preserve his religion and society, 
he must not sit idly expressing dissent only in words of mouth from the view 
of the reformers, but exert himself to the utmost to establish such a Hindu 
Congress as has been proposed by the Beauleah Dharma Sabha. : 

38. The same paper says that the Government should regard the pell- 


The age of cousent. tions that are being submitted to it by jee 
public bodies anent the question of the ag@ ° 


Sir Steuart Bayley. 


The income-tax. 


A Hindu Congress, 
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consent as being the representations of very small communities. No society 
or association 10 India can pretend to represent the vast heterogeneous mass 
of the Indian population. And any public body that pretends to do so 
jeceives the people on the one hand and the Government on the other, and 
thereby forfeits even the little respectability it possesses. 

A very slight enquiry will make it clear to the Government that the 
hole Hindu community 1s opposed to the movement for raising the age of 

nsent. 
40. The same paper says that Sir Steuart Bayley has always tried to 
remove the grievances of his subjects and has 
been always influenced by a sincere desire to 
put down oppression. Indeed, Bengal fared well under His Honour’s rule. 

41. The Dacca Prakash, of the 28th September, refers to Sir Steuart 
Bayley’s approaching retirement, and observes 
as follows :— 

It is a matter for congratulation that Sir Steuart Bayley has obtained a 
suitable post as a reward for his good administration of Bengal. His eleva- 
tion to the India Office has also raised hopes in the public mind. It is 
hoped, for instance, that the Secretary of State for India will derive great 
help and India much benefit from a man like Sir Steuart Bayley, who has 
so mature a knowledge of Indian affairs. After Sir George Campbell, no 
better ruler than Sir Steuart Bayley came out to Bengal. Though he has not 
earned a good name in connection with the Durbhunga and Magura affairs, 
he has gained very great renown by his other acts. He may or may not have 
done any particularly beneficial act, but there can be no doubt that he had 
the good of Bengal at heart. The people of Dacca will never forget the 
benefit which His Honour has done them in connection with their Munici- 
pality. The writer’s last request to him is that before his departure from this 
country he will see his way to giving effect to the proposals made by this 
paper on behalf of the zemindars on the subject of mitigating the rigours of 
the Revenue Sale Law. | 

42, Tne Samdj-o-Sdahitya, of the 28th September, has the following 
in regard to the agitation in the press for 
raising the age of consent :— 


Sir Steuart Bayley as a ruler, 


Sir Steuart Bayley. 


The age of consent. 


What is it that the editors are worrying themselves about? Nothing 


can be more absurd than the proposal to bring under the control of the 
lawan act which should depend entirely on the will of a married couple. 
And this proposal is actually before the Government! A surer means of 
breaking up or disorganising native society could not be conceived. 

Looked at from a scientific point of view also, nothing can be stranger 
than this proposal to bring under the control of man what depends solely 
on physical ‘changes in a man and his wife. The proposal is fit only for those 
countries where the divorce system prevails. It is sophistry to say that the 
people of India must introduce foreign manners and customs into their 
society because they have learned to speak in a foreign tongue. 

The Bangabdsz alone has taken a resolute stand against the agitation, 
oy . is believed that the Government will act according to the advice given 

y that paper. 

43, ‘The Dacca Gazette, of the 29th September, says that it is sin- 
cerely sorry toJearn that Sir Steuart Bayley 
is going to leave India before his time. Sir 
Steuart Bayley has been a most popular Lieutenant-Governor, and people 
should not be slow in giving expression to their sense of gratitude to His 

onour. 

44. The Grdmvdst, of the 29th September, refutes the charge which has 
been brought by many against the Lieutenant- 
Governor that whilst the people are suffering 


‘Sir Steuart Bayley. 
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from the effects of the floods His Honour has gone to Darjeeling, The 
fact is that His Honour has gone to Darjeeling after having personally inspected 
the arrangements which are being made for the relief of the distressed people 
and the sympathy which he has displayed in the matter has astonished the 
writer. Itis to be regretted that such a ruler as Sir Steuart Bayley yi)) 
soon leave this country. 


45. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 29th September 
says that the practice of steeping jute in the 
Jute-steeping in the Baraset sub- river Sutiin the Baraset sub-division of the 
division of the 24-Pergunnahs district. = 94Pergunnahs district causes great incon. 
venience to the people of the villages within the jurisdiction of the Habrah 
thana, who take their supply of drinking water from that river. Every year 
the police visits the villages during the jute season and prohibits the practice 
by beat of drum, but no sooner the police goes away than the agriculturists 
again begin their practice. The people then apply to the Magistrate, and 
the police again re-appears on the scene just when the jute has been taken 
from the rivers. This sort of fun goes on every year, and the pernicious 
practice remains unchecked. 


46. The Hitakari, of the 80th September, says that itis its firm con- 
Quarrels between Hindus and Mus Viction that the statement-that is being made 
sulmans, here and there that  ill-feeling between 
Hindus and Mussulmans is increasing is an unfounded one. The leaders 
of the two communities, far from entertaining ill-feeling towards each other, 
are living on terms of close friendship. Nothing like a general ill-feeling 
exists between Hindus and Mussulmans in Bengal. Mussulmans are 
serving under Hindu masters and Hindus are serving under Mussulman 
masters, and the servant is everywhere honoured by the master. In 
every village and every quarter of a village Hindus and Mussulmans 
are living happily and in peace on terms of love and friendship with 
each other. But there have been and there will be bad men at all times, 
and there are and there must be petty quarrels here and there between 
Hindus and Mussulmans. There are quarrels between father and son, 
between brother and brother, between Hindu and Hindu, between Mussulman 
and Mussulman, and there is love and peace between them all again. So 
there is nothing to wonder at in these quarrels between Hindus and Mussul- 
mans. They mean nothing and should count for nothing. 


47. The same paper bays that Bengal is specially unfortunate in losing 

Sp Gices tates a just and. kindhearted ruler like Sir Steuart 

; Bayley before the expiration of his term of 

office. Mr. Glazier of Mymensingh, Mr. Beames of the Board of Revenue, 
and Mr. Phillips of Rajshahye—all these offending civilians were dealt with 


justly by His Honour. And His Honour advanced the Statutory Civilians. 
Sir Steuart is, in fact, a model ruler. 


3 48, The Samovdd Prabhakar, of the 1st 

nae Shomert Ragiey: October, has the following :— 
Several members of the Bayley family have graced the Civil Service 
of Bengal. And it must be admitted that Sir Steuart Bayley is one of the 
best of the old Bengal Civilians. Though there has been nothing i0 
Sir Steuart’s administration calculated to perpetuate his name, it 
cannot be denied that Sir Steuart has deserved praise for allaying the 
race-feeling which was awakened by Sir Rivers Thompson. Sir Steuart 


has made no distinctions of race in his dealings with the different 
communities. 


The action taken by Sir Steuart Bayley in regard to the Calcutta 
rate-payers memorial will be a blot on his administration. But his minute 


(. 947) 


on the reconstitution of the Legislative Councils shows that His Honour 
possesses & noble heart. 


A farewell address has been proposed to be given to His Honour, 
and the British Indian Association intends to take the initiative in the 
matter. ‘The writer sees no harm in giving a farewell address to Sir Steuart 
Bayley. Nay, he thinks that such an address ought to be given. But if 
an address is given, 1t should be given, not by the British Indian Association 
alone, but by the British Indian Association in conjunction with all the 
other public bodies in the province. 


49. The Bengal Heachange Gazette, of the 2nd October, has the 
following remarks on the statement made by 
the Hnglishman newspaper in connection with 
the recent Goa riots that the Portuguese are 
a very oppressive people and that they have begun to oppress their subjects 
so much that they will soon emigrate into British territory. 


Everybody extols his own people. But the English are not less 
given to oppression than the Portuguese. But English oppression does 
not take the form of physical violence. It takes the form of starving people 
to death. And as everybody knows this, it is not at all likely that the 
Goanese will voluntarily place themselves in the hands of the English. 
Such riot and bloodshed as took place at Goa the other day happen in all 
civilized countries, and the English themselves are not behindhand in this 
respect. Hus the Hnglishman forgotten that hundreds of helpless natives 
of India have lost their lives by English bullets during the last few years? 
Does he not remember how Selim and others were killed like beasts by 
English soldiers? And are there not numerous other oppressions that 
could be named? If it be said that oppressions were not committed by 
Government, the answer will be though not directly, those oppressions were 
certainly committed indirectly by Government, for in very many of those 
cases Of oppression by European soldiers justice was not administered 
impartially, and a sharp distinction was made between European and 
Native. 


50. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 2nd October, says that 
Government in this country has all alone 
helped costly literary enterprise. It helped 
Professor Max Muller in the publication of 
his Rigveda, and Pandit Taranath Tarkavachaspati in the publication of 
his Vachaspatya and Siddhanta Kaumudi. It is, therefore, hoped that it 
will also help Kabiraj Abinash Chandra Kabiratna in the publication of 
his Charak Sanhita with a commentary and an English translation. The 
publisher will be greatly benefited if Government only purchases a sufficiently 
large number of copies of his work. 


51. The same paper has learnt from the Anglo-Indian newspapers that 
Government will shortly send a despatch to 
England stating that all leading men in the 
country are in favour of raising the age of consent. Every Hindu must 
be alarmed to hear this. Messrs. Telang, Nulkar, Raghunath and other 
Babus, who call themselves Hindus, are big men, but they are certainly not 
leaders or representatives of Hindu society. If the elective principle is 
Introduced into the Legislative Councils, these un-Hindu gentlemen will 
be elected as members and will encourage, in the name of Hinduism, 
legislation thoroughly opposed to Hindu custom and religion. It is for this 
treason that Hindu society is so opposed to the introduction of the elective 
Principle into the Legislative Councils. He who wishes to deal a blow to 
Indu society, to Hindu manners and customs, is heretical and un-Hindu 


The Englishman newspaper on the 
Goa riots. 
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